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The centre column, however, suffered a serious disaster at
Isandlhwana, a detachment left behind by Chelinsford to
guard his camp, while he was pursuing a small force of the
enemy, being surprised and annihilated. An even more serious
peril, nothing less than the loss of his base and supplies,
and the overrunning of Natal by the savage Zulu hordes, was
only averted by the heroic defence of the small garrison of
Rorke's Drift. The set-back was so serious as not only to cause
a panic among the population, but to disarrange the whole of
the British plans. Wood was ordered to stand fast at Kambula
and the main column fell back hurriedly behind the Buffalo to
refit and await the coming of reinforcements which were
known to be on the way.
For some four months no further attempt was made to
resume the'general offensive against the Zulus. Chelmsford
led forward a small relief force which successfully repulsed the
enemy bands around Etshowe and brought Pearson's troops
safely back behind the Tugela. Wood was kept fully employed
in the north, and before long had the main strength of the
Zulu army on his hands 4 but although an attempt to hold
them at a distance from Kambula miscarried, he was able to
beat off the attack ultimately delivered against his stronghold
at that place, with serious loss to the assailants. In this un-
successful attack the fighting power of the Zulu army suffered a
blow from which it never recovered, and when, in mid-June,
the interrupted British offensive was at length recommenced
with augmented forces, its progress was unimpeded up to the
outskirts of Ulundi itself. Here Chelmsford, who had drawn
in Wood's column to join him on the Umvolosi, gained a
decisive victory which shattered the military power of the
Zulus. Wolseley now took over chief command, and the
capture of Cetewayo finished off the war, though Zululand still
continued to enjoy a simulacrum of independent existence
until its formal annexation in 1886. Thus success ultimately
crowned an ill-directed campaign in which the fine fighting
qualities of the troops throughout counted for considerably
more than the abilities of their leaders. Chelmsford, like
Gough thirty years before in India, must be considered fortu-
nate to hav£ been allowed an opportunity of redeeming his
military reputation before the general who had been sent to
supersede him could arrive to take over his command.
3. The Disastrous Conflict with the Bom, 1881.—In the
war with the Dutch Boers of the Transvaal, which broke out
some eighteen months later, we were not destined to have a
similar opportunity of making good our early errors and
disasters. When the Boers, among whom discontent had long

